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Date: 09/01/2012
TOUR 56

GREAT ZIMBABWE & GREATER LIMPOPO TRANSFRONTIER PARK TOUR

Archaeology & Wildlife

15 days – 14 nights

This tour goes through a malaria area!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 04 National Parks & 01 Conservation area 
TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Mapungubwe National Park

DAY 02 
Mapungubwe National Park
DAY 03 
Mapungubwe – Great Zimbabwe / Zimbabwe

DAY 04 
Great Zimbabwe 

DAY 05 
Great Zimbabwe - Gonarezhou National Park
DAY 06 
Gonarezhou National Park
DAY 07 
Gonarezhou National Park
DAY 08 
Gonarezhou National Park
DAY 09 
Gonarezhou - Parque Nacional do Limpopo / Mozambique
DAY 10 
Parque Nacional do Limpopo 

DAY 11 

Parque Nacional do Limpopo – Kruger National Park / South Africa
DAY 12 
Kruger National Park

DAY 13 
Kruger National Park 
DAY 14 
Kruger National Park 
DAY 15 
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg 
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01
Johannesburg – Mapungubwe National Park 

Depart from Johannesburg to Mapungubwe National Park. Mapungubwe National Park and World Heritage Site is rich in biodiversity, great scenic beauty and the cultural importance of the archaeological treasures of Mapungubwe. The Park is situated in the most northern corner of South Africa, at the confluence of the Limpopo and Shashe Rivers, overlooking Botswana and Zimbabwe. Agreements have been signed for the Limpopo-Shashe Transfrontier Conservation Area. 

At Mapungubwe Hill, a far developed African civilization prospered between 1200 and 1270 AD. The area was already inhabited by a growing Iron Age community from 900 AD and became rich through trade with faraway places like Egypt, India and China. This is the place where archaeologists excavated the famous golden rhino and other evidence of a wealthy African kingdom.

Elephant, giraffe, white rhino, eland, gemsbok and numerous other antelope species, lion, leopard & hyena roam free between the three countries and the park is home to 400 bird species. The Limpopo Tree-top Boardwalk and hide is a magnificent facility allowing the visitor into the trees alongside the birds.
Overnight:

Mapungubwe 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 02

Mapungubwe National Park
Do a guided tour to Mapungubwe Hill followed by game – and sightseeing drives.
Overnight:
Mapungubwe
Meals:

B & D
DAY 03     
Mapungubwe – Great Zimbabwe

Depart to Beitbridge Border Post. Enter Zimbabwe. Continue to the Great Zimbabwe Ruins in the Mashvingo area. The Great Zimbabwe Ruins are one of the most important archaeological sites in Africa, giving testimony to the lost civilisation of the Shona.

A great city existed here from the 11th century on, with over 10 000 inhabitants. Great Zimbabwe was a main regional trading centre, its wealth associated with (Arab) gold trading. There were also trade links with East Africa and fragments of Persian and Chinese pottery has been found at the site.
Arab and European travellers in the 16th century sent marvelling reports home about this place and its impressive stone walls. The site was abandoned in the 15th century because of a lack of food and firewood.
Do an informative guided walking tour with a local guide.
Overnight:

Great Zimbabwe 
Meals:

B & D
DAY 04     
Great Zimbabwe

Guided hiking tour of Great Zimbabwe

Overnight:

Great Zimbabwe 
Meals:

B & D 

DAY 05     
Great Zimbabwe – Gonarezhou National Park

Depart to Gonarezhou National Park. Gonarezhou National Park is situated in the south eastern lowveld of Zimbabwe and covers an area in excess of 5 000 square km. "Gonarezhou" meaning "Place of many Elephants" is an extremely scenic Park full of rugged and beautiful landscapes. Gonarezhou National Park is part of the Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park (GLTP), a massive Pan-African Park that includes South Africa’s famed Kruger National Park and Mozambique’s Gaza.
Three major rivers – The Save, Runde and Mwenezi – cut their courses through the Park, forming pools and natural oases from which hundreds of species of birds and wildlife gather to feed and drink. As its name implies, Gonarezhou is famous for its elephants, and many of the largest-tusked elephants in the region maybe found within the Park. Lion, leopard, cheetah (including the rare king cheetah), buffalo, giraffe, zebra and many species of large antelope are also present within the Park. The rare nyala and smaller suni are two of the highlights of the Park’s smaller antelopes. In addition, hundreds of species of birds may be spotted in the Park.
One of the most prominent natural features of Gonarezhou National Park is the beautiful Chilojo Cliffs. These magnificent red sandstone cliffs have been formed through erosion and overlook the scenic Runde River valley.

Overnight:

Campsite on the Runde River 
Meals:

B & D 

DAY 06     
Gonarezhou National Park

Game – and scenic drives. Fishing is allowed.

Overnight:

Campsite on the Runde River 
Meals:

B & D 
DAY 07     
Gonarezhou National Park

Depart to the Mwenezi River. Game and scenic drives. Fishing is allowed.

Overnight:

Campsite on the Mwenezi River 
Meals:

B & D 

DAY 08     
Gonarezhou National Park

Depart to the Mwenezi River. Game and scenic drives. Fishing is allowed.

Overnight:

Campsite on the Mwenezi River 
Meals:

B & D 

DAY 09     
Gonarezhou – Parque Nacional do Limpopo

Depart to Chicualacuala Border Post. Enter Mozambique. Proceed to Mapai. Enter Parque Nacional do Limpopo. Continue on 4x4 trails through this remote wilderness area.

Overnight:

Makandezulo B (Camping only) 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 10     
Parque Nacional do Limpopo

Continue on 4x4 trails to Massingir Dam, passing some remote villages. 

Overnight:

Massingir Dam (Camping only) 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 11     
Parque Nacional do Limpopo – Kruger National Park

Depart to Giriyondo Border Post. Enter Kruger National Park. The world-renowned Kruger National Park offers a wildlife experience that ranks with the best in Africa. Established in 1898 to protect the wildlife of the South African Lowveld, this national park of nearly 2 million hectares Kruger is unrivalled in the diversity of its life forms and a world leader in advanced environmental management techniques and policies. 
Truly the flagship of the South African national parks, Kruger is home to an impressive number of species: 336 trees, 49 fish, 34 amphibians, 114 reptiles, 507 birds and 147 mammals. Man's interaction with the Lowveld environment over many centuries - from bushman rock paintings to majestic archaeological sites is very evident in the Kruger National Park. 

Kruger is one of the premier game-watching destinations in the world and is home to the Big Five with an estimated 1,500 lion, 12,000 elephant, 2,500 buffalo, 1,000 leopards and 5,000 rhino (black and white). Hippopotamus, giraffe, zebra, warthog and many antelope species roam Kruger. Other large carnivores include cheetah, wild dog and spotted hyena. 

With the Kruger National Park being so vast it naturally has a tremendous botanic diversity including 336 tree species. Due to the diverse habitats and various water points, Kruger is an exceptionally rewarding birding Park and has a list of over 500 bird species, some of which are not to be found elsewhere in South Africa . Enter the park at Phalaborwa Gate. Game drive to Letaba Camp. 
Overnight:
Letaba 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 12
Kruger National Park

Game drive to Satara. Game drives in Satara area.

Overnight:
Satara 

Meals:         B & D
DAY 13
Kruger National Park

Game drive to Lower Sabie. Game drives in Lower Sabie area.

Overnight:
Satara 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 14
Kruger National Park

Game drive to Pretoriuskop. Game drives in Pretoriuskop area.

Overnight:
Pretoriuskop 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 15
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg

Depart to Johannesburg. Drop-off at Airport or at accommodation at own cost. Clients can also fly from Nelspruit or Skukuza to Johannesburg at own cost.
Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability.

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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