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Tours & Trave!





  IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS 
Date: 08/01/2012
TOUR 52
NORTHERN SOUTH AFRICA & BOTSWANA WILDLIFE CAMPING TOUR

17 days – 16 nights
This tour goes through a malaria area!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 10 National Parks and 7 Reserves/conservation areas

TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve

DAY 02 
Pilanesberg - Khama Rhino Sanctuary / Botswana

DAY 03 
Khama Rhino – Makgadigadi Pans National Park

DAY 04 
Makgadigadi Pans – Nxai Pan National Park

DAY 05 
Nxai Pan – Sankuyo Community Trust

DAY 06 
Sankuyo Community Trust – Moremi Game Reserve / Okavango Delta
DAY 07 
Moremi Game – Khwai Community Trust / Okavango Delta
DAY 08 
Khwai / Okavango Delta
DAY 09 
Khwai – Savuti / Chobe National Park
DAY 10 
Savuti - Ihaha / Chobe National Park
DAY 11 

Chobe – Kasane area
DAY 12 
Kasane area – Vic Falls / Zimbabwe
DAY 13 
Kasane – Nata Bird Sanctuary – Francistown
DAY 14
 
Francistown – Mapungubwe National Park / South Africa

DAY 15
 
Mapungubwe 
DAY 16
 
Mapungubwe - Marakele National Park 
DAY 17 
Marakele - Johannesburg
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Depart from Johannesburg to Pilanesberg Game Reserve. The crater of a long extinct volcano is the setting of Pilanesberg Game Reserve. Pilanesberg is one of the largest volcanic complexes of its kind in the world. Its rare rock types and structure make it a unique geological feature. 

Pilanesberg covers an area of 58 000 hectares and is home to more than 7000 animals from 24 larger species. The park is home to healthy populations of lion, leopard, black and white rhino, elephant and buffalo, Africa’s ‘Big Five’. A wide variety of rare and common species exist like the brown hyena, cheetah, spotted hyena, wild dog, sable antelope, tsessebe, giraffe, hippo, crocodile, to mention a few.

Afternoon game drive in the park.
Overnight:

Pilanesberg – Manyane camping 

Meals:

B & D
DAY 02  
Pilanesberg – Khama Rhino Sanctuary
We travel via Thabazimbi and Lephalale to Grobler’s Bridge Border Post. Enter Botswana. Continue via Palapye to Serowe. Serowe is the largest village in Botswana and culturally very important because it is the birthplace, home and resting place of Botswana’s first president, Sir Seretse Kgama.
Enter Kgama Rhino Sanctuary. The sanctuary is situated near Serowe. During the 1980's, due to indiscriminate poaching, rhinos were made almost extinct in Botswana. In 1992 a community trust wildlife was established to create a park to safeguard the few remaining rhino and to re-establish both black and white rhino populations in the area. This project has been highly successful and the reserve is now flourishing under the protection of the Botswana Defense Force and a dedicated team of conservationists. The reserve is situated on 4,300 hectares of Kalahari sandveld. Rhino share the reserve with giraffe, red hartebeest, ostrich, brown hyena, leopard, jackal, antelope and smaller mammals such as the bat-eared fox, lynx and wild cat. There is also abundant birdlife in the sanctuary with a large variety of raptors. Afternoon game drive.
Overnight 
Khama Rhino Sanctuary camping 

Meals:

B & D 

DAY 03     
Khama Rhino – Makgadigadi Pans National Park 

Depart to Makgadigadi Pans National Park. The first elephants, white rhinos and hippos of the tour can be seen in this Park. Huge numbers of zebra migrate from the Makgadigadi Pans to the Boteti River during the dry season. The dry Boteti River is known for lion activities during the night.
Overnight:

Khumaga camping

Meals:

B & D

DAY 04 

Makgadigadi Pans National Park – Nxai Pan National Park
Morning game drive in Makgadigadi Pans National Park. Depart to Nxai Pan National Park. Nxai Pan consists of a combination of dry pans, grassland, thick bush and clumps of mopane, acacia and baobab trees. Elephant, giraffe, kudu, wildebeest, hartebeest, springbok, impala, gemsbok and zebra are common to see. Spotting lions is general and cheetah and brown hyenas are seen very often too. Kudiakam Pan is home to an isolated group of Baobabs known as Baine’s Baobabs.

Overnight:

Nxai pan camping
Meals:

B & D

DAY 05

Nxai Pan – Kaziikini

Proceed to Maun. Replenish supplies. Continue to Kaziikini Community Campsite 29 km from Moremi Game Reserve. Kaziikini is situated in the Sankuyo Community Trust and is an active wildlife area. 

Overnight:

Kaziikini camping 

Meals:

B & D

DAY 06

Kaziikini – Moremi Game Reserve (Okavango Delta)

Depart to Moremi Game Reserve. Moremi is definitely one of the best game reserves within Botswana, offering the visitor a magnificent variety in landscape and marvelous wildlife all year round. Birdwatchers will be amazed. Optional boat trips on the Delta can be done from Xakanaxa. 

Overnight:

Third Bridge or Xakanaxa camping

Meals:

B & D

DAY 07

Moremi Game Reserve - Khwai Community Trust & Wildlife Management Area
Game drives in Moremi. We exit the park late afternoon at North Gate and enter the Khwai Community Trust & Wildlife Management Area on the northern side of the hwai River, which is the border of Moremi. This pristine area is rich in wildlife and teems with bird life. The campsite overlooks the Khwai River.

(No facilities. Portable toilet and shower bag supplied)

Overnight:

Magotho Community Campsite 

Meals:

B & D

DAY 08

Khwai Community Trust & Wildlife Management Area

Morning and afternoon game drives in KHwai area

Overnight:

Magotho Community Campsite

Meals:

B & D
DAY 09

Khwai - Chobe National Park

Depart to Savuti in Chobe National Park. In sharp contrast with the Kwai River and lush Chobe River front, the Savuti is almost a desert-like landscape, with many elephant impatiently lining up to get to the ever-dwindling water supply. A pride of about 30 lions, known as ‘the elephant killers of Savuti, are residents of the Savuti area. 

Overnight: 

Savuti camping

Meals:

B & D

DAY 10

Chobe National Park

Depart to the Chobe River front via the Chobe Forest Reserve. This is elephant country. Chobe National Park is very famous for its abundance of elephant. This Park has the highest concentration of elephant anywhere in Africa, an estimated 70 000!!  Chobe is also famous for its huge herds of buffalo and its rich bird life. Afternoon game drive.

Overnight: 

Ihaha camping 

Meals:

B & D
DAY 11

Chobe National Park
Game drive until 11:00. Depart to Kasane. Afternoon boat trip on the Chobe River, takes one into the Park.
Overnight: 

Kasane Camping 
Meals:

B & D
DAY 12

Victoria Falls

Do a guided day-tour to Vic Falls. The tour goes through the Zambezi National Park to Vic Falls and back in the afternoon. The Victoria Falls & Zambezi National Parks is a world Heritage Site and the falls is one of the ‘Seven wonders of the world’ and one of the largest and most spectacular water falls on earth. The falls are 1,7 km wide and nearly 550 million litres of water cascade 70 to 108 meters into the chasm below – every minute – during the Zambezi River’s peak flow. Victoria Falls is made of five different “falls”. Four of these are in Zimbabwe: The Devil’s Cataract, Main Falls, Rainbow Falls and Horseshoe Falls – and one, The Eastern Cataract, is in the bordering country of Zambia.

Zambezi National Park together with Victoria Falls National Park covers an area of 56,000 hectares. The northern border of the Park is formed by the great Zambezi River which also forms the border between Zimbabwe and Zambia for much of its length. A wide variety of larger mammals may be found within the Zambezi National Park including The Big Five: elephant, lion, buffalo, leopard and white rhinoceros. In addition, herds of sable antelope, eland, zebra, giraffe, kudu, waterbuck and impala as well as many of the smaller species of game can be viewed.

Optional activities at own cost include bungi jumping and a helicopter flight over the falls. 

Overnight:  
Kasane area

Meals:  
B & D 

DAY 13 
Kasane - Francistown

Proceed to Nata via the Kasane -, Kazuma -, and Sibuyu Forest Reserves. Visit Nata Sanctuary. The Nata Sanctuary at Sowa Pan, which is part of the Makgadikgadi Pans, is a community project and one of Botswana’s premier birding destinations. Nata Sanctuary is home to 165 bird species including flamingos and pelicans. After good rains, hundreds of thousands of globally threatened Lesser Flamingos, along with Greater Flamingos, Chestnut-banded Plovers, Great White and Pink-backed Pelicans, and a host of other waterbirds converge on the nutrient-rich waters of the pans. As the pan dries out, the Sanctuary hosts the largest congregation of Lesser Flamingos in Southern Africa.
Continue to Francistown.

Overnight:

Francistown.

Meals:

B & D

DAY 14

Francistown – Mapungubwe National Park 

Early departure to the South African border post at Platjan, passing through Francistown and Selebi Pikwe. Proceed to Mapangubwe National Park. Mapungubwe borders on the confluence of the Shashe and Limpopo rivers and is neighboring Botswana and Zimbabwe. Agreements have been signed for the Limpopo-Shashe Transfrontier Conservation Area.  

Elephant, giraffe, white rhino, eland, gemsbok and numerous other antelope species occur naturally in the area. Lucky visitors might spot predators like lions, leopards and hyenas. More than 400 bird species have been identified here. Except for the wildlife, Mapungubwe has evidence of early man living here. Afternoon game drive if time allows.

Overnight:

Mazhou camping 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 15

 Mapangubwe National Park
Game – and sightseeing drives.

Overnight:

Mazhou camping 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 16

Mapangubwe – Marakele National Park 

Proceed to Marekele National Park in the Waterberg Mountains, home of the world’s largest colony of cape vultures. Big game species flourish in this transitional zone between South Africa’s dry and moist regions. Marakele is home to most of the large mammals synonymous with the African bush, including elephant, black and white rhino, buffalo, leopard and cheetah. Large Predators such as cheetah, wild dog, brown hyena, leopard and now also lion, occur in the park. Rhinos are seen very often at sunset at the waterhole near the camping area and they are regular visitors to the camping area after sunset.

Overnight:

Bontle Camping Site camping 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 17

Marakele - Johannesburg

Depart to Johannesburg. Drop off at hotel or airport. End of the tour

Overnight:
At own cost

Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability.

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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