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Tours & Trave!





   IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS
Date: 08/01/2012
TOUR 51
NORTHERN SOUTH AFRICA & CENTRAL BOTSWANA WILDLIFE CAMPING TOUR

11 days – 10 nights
This tour goes through a malaria area!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 5 National Parks and 2 Reserves/conservation areas

TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve

DAY 02 
Pilanesberg  - Khama Rhino Sanctuary / Botswana
DAY 03 
Khama Rhino Sanctuary – Central Kalahari Game Reserve

DAY 04 
Central Kalahari Game Reserve

DAY 05 
Central Kalahari – Makgadigadi Pans National Park

DAY 06 
Makgadigadi Pans National Park

DAY 07 
Makgadigadi Pans – Nxai Pan National Park
DAY 08 
Nxai Pan National Park

DAY 09 
Nxai Pan – Nata Bird Sanctuary - Francistown
DAY 10
 
Francistown – Marakele National Park / South Africa
DAY 11 

Marakele - Johannesburg
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Depart from Johannesburg to Pilanesberg Game Reserve. The crater of a long extinct volcano is the setting of Pilanesberg Game Reserve. Pilanesberg is one of the largest volcanic complexes of its kind in the world. Its rare rock types and structure make it a unique geological feature. 

Pilanesberg covers an area of 58 000 hectares and is home to more than 7000 animals from 24 larger species. The park is home to healthy populations of lion, leopard, black and white rhino, elephant and buffalo, Africa’s ‘Big Five’. A wide variety of rare and common species exist like the brown hyena, cheetah, spotted hyena, wild dog, sable antelope, tsessebe, giraffe, hippo, crocodile, to mention a few.

Afternoon game drive in the park.
Overnight:

Pilanesberg – Manyane camping 

Meals:

B & D
DAY 02  
Pilanesberg – Khama Rhino Sanctuary
We travel via Thabazimbi and Lephaelale to Grobler’s Bridge Border Post. Enter Botswana. Continue via Palapye to Serowe. Serowe is the largest village in Botswana and culturally very important because it is the birthplace, home and resting place of Botswana’s first president, Sir Seretse Kgama. Enter Kgama Rhino Sanctuary, which offers one of the few chances to see Rhinos in the wild in Botswana. Afternoon game drive.

Overnight 
Khama Rhino Sanctuary camping 

Meals:

B & D 

DAY 03
Khama Rhino Sanctuary - Central Kalahari Game Reserve

Depart to Central Kalahari Game Reserve, which covers 51 800 square km. The Central Kalahari is a place where you find your soul, where the modern world recedes and you get in touch with the earth, the sky and the space. Animals to be seen are Gemsbok, Wildebeest, Springbok, Tsessebe and Steenbok. The most common predators are Lion, Brown Hyena, Cheetah, Leopard and African Wild Cat. Many bird species can be seen, including bird of prey. 

(Each campsite has a long drop toilet and a shelter for a portable shower bag.)
Overnight:

One of the camps camping

Meals:

B & D

DAY 04
Central Kalahari Game Reserve

Morning and afternoon game drives in Central Kalahari.

Overnight:

One of the camps camping

Meals:

B & D

DAY 05 

Central Kalahari – Makgadigadi Pans National Park 

We depart on 4x4 trail and tar road to Khumaga Campsite on the banks of the dry Boteti River in Makgadigadi Pans National Park. The first elephants, white rhinos and hippos of the tour can be seen in this Park. Huge numbers of zebra migrate from the Makgadigadi Pans to the Boteti River during the dry season. The dry Boteti River is known for lion activities during the night.

Overnight:

Khumaga camping

Meals:

B & D

DAY 06 

Makgadigadi Pans National Park 

Morning and afternoon game drives in Makgadigadi

Overnight:

Khumaga camping

Meals:

B & D
DAY 07 

Makgadigadi Pans National Park – Nxai Pan National Park
Morning game drive in Makgadigadi Pans National Park. Depart to Nxai Pan National Park. Nxai Pan consists of a combination of dry pans, grassland, thick bush and clumps of mopane, acacia and baobab trees. Elephant, giraffe, kudu, wildebeest, hartebeest, springbok, impala, gemsbok and zebra are common to see. Spotting lions is general and cheetah and brown hyenas are seen very often too. Kudiakam Pan is home to an isolated group of Baobabs known as Baine’s Baobabs.

Overnight:

Nxai pan camping
Meals:

B & D

DAY 08 

Nxai Pan National Park
Morning and afternoon game drives

Overnight:

Nxai pan camping
Meals:

B & D

DAY 09 
Nxai Pan - Francistown

Proceed to Nata. Visit Nata Sanctuary. The Nata Sanctuary at Sowa Pan, which is part of the Makgadikgadi Pans, is a community project and one of Botswana’s premier birding destinations. Nata Sanctuary is home to 165 bird species including flamingos and pelicans. After good rains, hundreds of thousands of globally threatened Lesser Flamingos, along with Greater Flamingos, Chestnut-banded Plovers, Great White and Pink-backed Pelicans, and a host of other waterbirds converge on the nutrient-rich waters of the pans. As the pan dries out, the Sanctuary hosts the largest congregation of Lesser Flamingos in Southern Africa.
Continue to Francistown.

Overnight:

Francistown camping 

Meals:

B & D

DAY 10

Francistown – Marekele National Park 

Depart to the South African border post at Groblers Bridge, passing through Francistown. Clear customs. Proceed to Marekele National Park. The Marakele National Park in the heart of the Waterberg Mountains, the transitional zone between the dry western and moister eastern regions of South Africa. Contrasting majestic mountain landscapes, grass-clad hills and deep valleys characterize the park. Rare finds of yellowwood and cedar trees, five meter high cycads and tree ferns, are some of the plant species found here.
All the large game species from elephant and rhino to lion, leopard, cheetah, brown and spotted hyena, antelope species such as reedbuck, mountain reedbuck, eland and tsessebe as well as an amazing variety of birds including what’s probably the largest colony of endangered Cape vultures (more than 800 breeding pairs) in the world, have settled here.
Overnight: 
Bontle Campsite camping
Meals:

B & D

DAY 11

Marakele - Johannesburg

Depart to Johannesburg. Drop off at hotel or airport. End of the tour

Overnight:
At own cost

Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability.

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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