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Tours & Trave!





     IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS 
Date: 08/01/2012
TOUR 49
KGALAGADI – NAMIBIA – BOTSWANA WILDLIFE TOUR

17 Days – 16 nights 

This tour goes through a malaria area!!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 1 Trans Frontier Park, 9 National Parks and 5 Reserves/conservation areas
TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Upington – Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park
DAY 02  
Kgalagadi 

DAY 03 
Kgalagadi  
DAY 04 
Kgalagadi – Windhoek (Namibia)

DAY 05 
Windhoek – Etosha National Park
DAY 06 
Etosha National Park
DAY 07 
Etosha National Park
DAY 08 
Etosha National Park – Rundu

DAY 09 
Rundu – Popa Falls

DAY 10 
Popa Falls – Namushasha Lodge

DAY 11
 
Namushasha – Kasane area / Botswana

DAY 12 
Chobe National Park / Kasane

DAY 13 
Chobe National Park / Kasane
DAY 14 
Chobe National Park / Vic Falls / Zimbabwe
DAY 15 
Kasane – Nata Bird Sanctuary - Francistown
DAY 16 
Francistown – Marakele National Park / South Africa
DAY 17 
Marakele - Johannesburg
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 
Upington – Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park
Depart from Upington to the largest camp in Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park, Twee Rivieren.  En route we stop at the last indigenous San tribe in South Africa, the Khomani. Today these earliest residents of the Kalahari, living here for 40 000 years, consist of only 400 people and are resident in an area between 40 and 70 km south of Twee Rivieren. Clients will have the opportunity to view and purchase their handcraft at one of the roadside stalls. 

Afternoon game drive in this 37 000 square km park, which is one of the largest conservation areas in the world and one of the last truly unspoilt ecosystems. 

Endemic game such as gemsbok, springbok, eland, giraffe, blue wildebeest and red hartebeest roam the sparsely vegetated red sand dunes and the dry river valleys of the Nossob and Auob where a variety of acacia species thrive. 

The Park is well known for good sightings of lion, leopard and cheetah and spotted - and brown hyena are common residents. Because of an abundance of prey in the form of mice, whistling rats, birds and insects, smaller predators thrive in the park. The park is home to caracal, honey badger, black-backed jackal, bat-eared fox, cape fox, African wildcat, mongoose and the ever-popular suricate (meerkat).  

Kgalagadi is a bird watcher’s paradise with more than 300 species recorded including at least 20 larger raptor species. The world’s heaviest flying bird, the Kori bustard and the stately secretary bird patrol the riverbeds while the noisy northern black korhaan rule in the dunes.
Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight:  
Twee Rivieren

Meals:

B & D

DAY 02  
Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park
Full day game drive. The route will be determined by rainfall and game migration.
Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight 
One of the camps in the Park

Meals:

B & D

DAY 03  
Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park
Game drive to Mata Mata.
Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight 
Mata Mata

Meals:

B & D 

DAY 04
Kgalagadi – Windhoek

Enter Namibia at the new Mata Mata Border Post. Proceed through the Kalahari along the dry Auob River via Gochas to Stampriet. Continue via Rehoboth to Windhoek. Afternoon at leisure.
Overnight 
Arebusch Country Lodge.

Meals:

B & D

DAY 05
Windhoek - Etosha National Park

Depart to Etosha National Park via Okahandja, Otjiwarongo and Outjo. Stop at the woodcarvers in Okahandja. Enter the Park at Anderson gate in the south. The Park covers an area of 22 270 square km. Etosha Pan is 120 km long and 72 km at its widest. Four of the big five species, elephant, black rhino, lion and leopard, are in the Park. Except for the rare and endemic black-faced impala and Damara dik-dik, giraffe, red hartebeest, gemsbok, eland, kudu, cheetah, hyena and large herds of wildebeest, springbok and zebra are common.  After arrival, an afternoon game drive can be done, or you can just sit and watch the wildlife activities at the waterhole at the Rest Camp.

Optional night drive at own cost.

Overnight:  
Okaukeujo or Halali 

Meals:  
B & D

DAY 06
Etosha 

Game drive to Namutoni. Game watching at Namutoni waterhole. 

Optional night drive at own cost.
Overnight:  
Okaukeujo or Halali


Meals:  
B & D

DAY 07
Etosha 

Game drive to Namutoni. Game watching at Namutoni waterhole. 

Optional night drive at own cost.
Overnight:  
Halali or Namutoni


Meals:  
B & D

DAY 08 
Etosha - Rundu

Game drive to Van Lindequist gate near Namutoni. Damara Dik-Dik is seen very often on this road. Depart to Rundu via Tsumeb and Grootfontein.  En route we visit Lake Otjikoto. Rundu is situated on the Okavango River, which is the border with Angola.

Overnight:  
Kavango River Lodge 

Meals:  
B & D
DAY 09 
Rundu – Popa Falls

Continue on the B8 to Popa Falls. Visit the falls, which is not much more than a big rapid, and Mahango Game Park. The small but picturesque Mahango Game Reserve is situated in the north-east of Namibia on the Botswana border. Mahango covers an area of about 30,000 hectares and is separated from the Caprivi Game Reserve by the Okavango River.  Wildlife includes elephant, lion, leopard, cheetah, wild dog, hippo, lechwe, sitatunga, buffalo, sable, and roan and other antelopes. Mahango is known for its rich bird life

Overnight:  
Popa Falls

Meals:  
B & D

DAY 10
Popa Falls – Namushasha Lodge
Travel through Caprivi Game Park on the B8 to Kongola. The 32km-wide Caprivi Game Park of 5 715km² extends for about 180 km from the Okavango River to the Kwando River. The riverine forests along these rivers attract large numbers of mammals and numerous species of aquatic birds. Caprivi Game Reserve is home to buffalo, elephant, lion, leopard, hippo, and roan and other antelopes.
Proceed to Namushasha Lodge on the banks of the Kwando River. Afternoon visit to Mudumu National Park and/or optional boat cruise on the Kwando River. The Kwando River runs through the Mudumu National Park which offers a true African wilderness experience. In contrast to the rest of Namibia, the area is lush with riverine forest, marches, dense savannah and mopane woodland. An astonishing 430 species of birds have been recorded (nearly 70% of Namibia’s total) and much game including the rare sitatunga and red lechwe as well as buffalo, elephant, zebra, antelopes, hippo and crocodiles.

Overnight:
Namushasha Lodge

Meals:

B & D 

DAY 11
Namushasha - Kasane

Continue via Katima Mulilo to Ngoma Bridge.  Clear customs. Enter Botswana. Proceed to Kasane. Replenish supplies 
Overnight:  
Kasane area

Meals:  
B & D 

DAY 12
Chobe National Park

Game drives in Chobe National Park. This is elephant country. Chobe National Park is very famous for its abundance of elephant. This Park has the highest concentration of elephant anywhere in Africa, an estimated 60 000 !!  Chobe is also famous for its huge herds of buffalo and its rich bird life. 
Overnight:  
Kasane area

Meals:  
B & D 

DAY 13 
Chobe National Park

Game drive until midday in Chobe National Park. Afternoon boat trip on the Chobe River, taking one into the Park. 

Overnight:  
Kasane area

Meals:  
B & D 

DAY 14

Victoria Falls
Do a guided day-tour to Vic Falls. The tour goes through the Zambezi National Park to Vic Falls and back in the afternoon. The Victoria Falls & Zambezi National Parks is a world Heritage Site and the falls is one of the ‘Seven wonders of the world’ and one of the largest and most spectacular water falls on earth. The falls are 1,7 km wide and nearly 550 million litres of water cascade 70 to 108 meters into the chasm below – every minute – during the Zambezi River’s peak flow. Victoria Falls is made of five different “falls”. Four of these are in Zimbabwe: The Devil’s Cataract, Main Falls, Rainbow Falls and Horseshoe Falls – and one, The Eastern Cataract, is in the bordering country of Zambia.
Zambezi National Park together with Victoria Falls National Park covers an area of 56,000 hectares. The northern border of the Park is formed by the great Zambezi River which also forms the border between Zimbabwe and Zambia for much of its length. A wide variety of larger mammals may be found within the Zambezi National Park including The Big Five: elephant, lion, buffalo, leopard and white rhinoceros. In addition, herds of sable antelope, eland, zebra, giraffe, kudu, waterbuck and impala as well as many of the smaller species of game can be viewed.

Optional activities at own cost include bungi jumping and a helicopter flight over the falls. 
Overnight:  
Kasane area

Meals:  
B & D 

DAY 15 
Kasane - Francistown
Proceed to Nata via the Kasane -, Kazuma -, and Sibuyu Forest Reserves. Visit Nata Sanctuary. The Nata Sanctuary at Sowa Pan, which is part of the Makgadikgadi Pans, is a community project and one of Botswana’s premier birding destinations. Nata Sanctuary is home to 165 bird species including flamingos and pelicans. After good rains, hundreds of thousands of globally threatened Lesser Flamingos, along with Greater Flamingos, Chestnut-banded Plovers, Great White and Pink-backed Pelicans, and a host of other waterbirds converge on the nutrient-rich waters of the pans. As the pan dries out, the Sanctuary hosts the largest congregation of Lesser Flamingos in Southern Africa.
Continue to Francistown.
Overnight:

Francistown.
Meals:

B & D

DAY 16

Francistown – Marekele National Park in South Africa.

Depart to the South African border post at Groblers Bridge, passing through Francistown. Proceed to Marekele National Park. The Marakele National Park in the heart of the Waterberg Mountains, the transitional zone between the dry western and moister eastern regions of South Africa. Contrasting majestic mountain landscapes, grass-clad hills and deep valleys characterize the park. Rare finds of yellowwood and cedar trees, five meter high cycads and tree ferns, are some of the plant species found here.
All the large game species from elephant and rhino to lion, leopard, cheetah, brown and spotted hyena, antelope species such as reedbuck, mountain reedbuck, eland and tsessebe as well as an amazing variety of birds including what’s probably the largest colony of endangered Cape vultures (more than 800 breeding pairs) in the world, have settled here.
Overnight:

Marekele 

Meals:

B & D

DAY 17

Marekele - Johannesburg

Depart to Johannesburg. Drop off at hotel or airport. End of the tour
Overnight:
   At own cost

Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability. 

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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