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Tours & Trave!





   IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS
Date: 08/01/2012
TOUR 48
KGALAGADI – NAMIB DESERT & ETOSHA TOUR 

11 Days – 10 nights

This tour goes through a malaria area!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 1 Transfrontier Park, 3 National Parks and 8 Reserves/conservation areas

TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Upington – Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park
DAY 02  
Kgalagadi 

DAY 03 
Kgalagadi - Gochas / Namibia
DAY 04 
Gochas - Solitaire
DAY 05 
Solitaire / Sossusvlei / Namib-Naukluft Park

DAY 06 
Solitaire – West Coast / Cape Cross
DAY 07 
Cape Cross – Skeleton Coast National Park – Twyfelfontein
DAY 08 
Twyfelfontein – Etosha National Park
DAY 09 
Etosha National Park
DAY 10 
Etosha National Park - Otjiwarongo
DAY 11
 
Otjiwarongo- Windhoek
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 
Upington - Kgalagadi

Depart from Upington to the largest camp in Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park, Twee Rivieren. 

En route we stop at the last indigenous San tribe in South Africa, the Khomani. Today these earliest 

residents of the Kalahari, living here for 40 000 years, consist of only 400 people and are resident in 

an area between 40 and 70 km south of Twee Rivieren. Clients will have the opportunity to view and 

purchase their handcraft at one of the roadside stalls. 

Afternoon game drive in this 37 000 square km park, which is one of the largest conservation areas in 

the world and one of the last truly unspoilt ecosystems. Endemic game such as gemsbok, springbok, 

eland, giraffe, blue wildebeest and red hartebeest roam the sparsely vegetated red sand dunes and 

the dry river valleys of the Nossob and Auob where a variety of acacia species thrive.

The Park is well known for good sightings of lion, leopard and cheetah and spotted - and brown hyena are common residents. Because of an abundance of prey in the form of mice, whistling rats, birds and insects, smaller predators thrive in the park. The park is home to caracal, honey badger, black-backed jackal, bat-eared fox, cape fox, African wildcat, mongoose and the ever-popular suricate (meerkat).  

Kgalagadi is a bird watcher’s paradise with more than 300 species recorded including at least 20 larger raptor species. The world’s heaviest flying bird, the Kori bustard and the stately secretary bird patrol the riverbeds while the noisy northern black korhaan rule in the dunes.

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight:  
Twee Rivieren

Meals:

B & D

DAY 02  
Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park
Game drive to Mata Mata. 

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight 
Mata Mata

Meals:

B & D 

DAY 03
Kgalagadi – Gochas

Morning game drive. Enter Namibia at the new Mata Mata Border Post. Proceed through the Kalahari along the dry Auob River to Auob Lodge 6km from Gochas. Auob Lodge is a green oasis in the Kalahari. In the private game reserve covering an area of 8000 ha around the lodge, various antelope, giraffe, smaller mammals and many bird species can be seen. Optional sunset drive at own cost.
Overnight 
Auob Country Lodge

Meals:

B & D
DAY 04
Gochas - Solitaire

Continue through central Namibia via Stampriet to Mariental. Visit Namibia’s largest Dam, Hardap Dam and the adjacent Nature Reserve, where black rhino, kudu, zebra, gemsbok, red hartebeest, springbok and a variety of birds, including waterfowl can be seen. Proceed via Maltahohe to Solitaire, where the name says it all. This remote friendly spot in the desert remains a favourite with travellers, and tourists from all over the world make a short stop here. The nostalgic general dealer is known for its home baked bread and apple pie.

Overnight:    
Solitaire Country Lodge


Meals: 
B & D
DAY 05
Solitaire - Sossus Vlei - Solitaire 

Early morning departure to Sossusvlei. This primary attraction to Namibia is but a small section of the greater Namib Naukluft Park, which covers an area of more than 49 000 square km. The main attraction is the enormous star dunes. Raising 380 m above the dry Tsauchab River and 220 m above the surrounding sea of sand, these dunes are amongst the highest in the world. We also visit Sesriem Canyon in the course of the upper Tsauchab River. Return to Solitaire 

Overnight:    
Solitaire Country Lodge


Meals: 
B & D

DAY 06
Solitaire – Cape Cross

Depart from Solitaire to Swakopmund. The road enters the Namib Naukluft Park again and goes through the barren Kuiseb River Valley, which is one of the most hostile areas in Namibia. From the Kuiseb Valley to Namibia’s main harbour, Walvis Bay, the road crosses the gravel plains of the Namib Desert and some gemsbok, springbok, ostrich and with some luck, Hartmanns mountain zebra can be seen in this vast desert landscape. We visit the Walvis Bay Lagoon where thousands of flamingos and water birds can be seen. 

Continue via Namibia’s main holiday town, Swakopmund and along the Skeleton Coast through the National West Coast Tourist Recreation Area to the Cape Fur Seal colony at Cape Cross, passing the Lichen Fields. Neither plant, nor animal, lichen consists of algae and fungi living together in symbioses.  Visit the largest breeding colony of Cape fur seals in Namibia, numbering thousands. Jackals and brown hyenas are regular visitors. At the site of the seal colony is the replica of the cross, planted in 1485 by the first European to set foot in Namibia, the Portuguese explorer Diego Cao.
Overnight:  
Cape Cross Lodge



Meals:  
B & D
DAY 07
 Cape Cross - Twyfelfontein

Continue north. Enter the Skeleton Coast Park. Exit at Springbok Gate and proceed to Twyfelfontein, a world heritage site. The World Heritage Committee inscribed Twyfelfontein as one of five "cultural landscapes in the world”. Visit the San rock engravings (petroglyphs), where a short, guided hike is done. 

Overnight:  
Twyfelfontein Country Lodge (Aba Huab camping)    

Meals:  
B & D

DAY 08
Twyfelfontein - Etosha National Park

Depart to Etosha National Park. Enter the Park at Anderson gate in the south. The Park covers an area of 22 270 square km. Etosha Pan is 120 km long and 72 km at its widest. Four of the big five species, elephant, black rhino, lion and leopard, are in the Park. Except for the rare and endemic black-faced impala and Damara dik-dik, giraffe, red hartebeest, gemsbok, eland, kudu, cheetah, hyena and large herds of wildebeest, springbok and zebra are common.  After arrival, an afternoon game drive can be done, or you can just sit and watch the wildlife activities at the waterhole at the Rest Camp.

Optional night drive at own cost.

Overnight:  
Okaukeujo or Halali 

Meals:  
B & D

DAY 09
Etosha 

Game drives and game watching at Okaukeujo waterhole. 

Optional night drive at own cost.
Overnight:  
Halali or Namutoni


Meals:  
B & D

DAY 10 
Etosha - Otjiwarongo

Game drive to Van Lindequist Gate near Namutoni. Depart to Otjiwarongo via Outjo. Visit Lake Otjikoto en route.

Overnight:  
Cest I Bon Hotel


Meals:  
B & D

DAY 11
Departure

Early departure to Windhoek to be in time for departing flight. En route we stop at the wood carvers in Okahandja.  

Clients can overnight in Windhoek at own cost. Windhoek has a wide range of accommodation facilities to choose from.
Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability. 

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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