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Tours & Trave!





        IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS 
Date: 08/01/2012
TOUR 46

NORTHERN SOUTH AFRICAN PARKS & KRUGER PARK WILDLIFE TOUR

12 days – 11 nights
This tour goes through a malaria area!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 3 National Parks and 1 Reserve/conservation area
TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve
DAY 02 
Pilanesberg Game Reserve
DAY 03 
Pilanesberg Game Reserve – Marakele National Park
DAY 04 
Marakele National Park
DAY 05 
Marakele National Park – Mapungubwe National Park
DAY 06 
Mapungubwe National Park
DAY 07 
Mapungubwe National Park – Kruger National Park
DAY 08  
Kruger National Park

DAY 09  
Kruger National Park

DAY 10  
Kruger National Park

DAY 11  
Kruger National Park

DAY 12  
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg

DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Depart from Johannesburg to Pilanesberg Game Reserve. Pilanesberg Game Reserve is 2 hours drive from Johannesburg. The crater of a long extinct volcano is the setting of Pilanesberg Game Reserve. Pilanesberg is one of the largest volcanic complexes of its kind in the world. Its rare rock types and structure make it a unique geological feature.
The vegetation ranges from open grasslands to densely wooded valleys. More than 35 large mammal species, including elephant, giraffe, hippo, buffalo, zebra and 19 antelope species occur in the park. It is sanctuary to the world’s third largest white rhino population. Predators include lion, leopard, cheetah, brown-hyena and smaller species such as large-and small spotted-genets, bat-eared fox, black-backed jackal and caracal. More than 350 bird species have been recorded. Afternoon game drive in the park.
Overnight:

Pilansberg – Manyane Camp
Meals:

B & D

DAY 02 
Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Game drives.

Overnight:

Pilansberg – Manyane Camp

Meals:

B & D
DAY 03  
Pilansberg – Marakele National Park
Proceed to Marekele National Park in the Waterberg Mountains, home of the world’s largest colony of cape vultures. Big game species flourish in this transitional zone between South Africa’s dry and moist regions. Marakele is home to most of the large mammals synonymous with the African bush, including elephant, black and white rhino, buffalo, leopard and cheetah. Large Predators such as cheetah, wild dog, brown hyena, leopard and now also lion, occur in the park. Rhinos are seen very often at sunset at the waterhole near the camping area and they are regular visitors to the camping area after sunset. Game drives.
Overnight:

Marakele

Meals:

B & D
DAY 04  
Marakele National Park
Game - and scenic drives.
Overnight:

Marakele

Meals:

B & D

DAY 05
Marakele – Mapungubwe National Park 

Depart to Mapangubwe National Park. Mapungubwe National Park and World Heritage Site is rich in biodiversity, great scenic beauty and the cultural importance of the archaeological treasures of Mapungubwe. The Park is situated in the most northern corner of South Africa, at the confluence of the Limpopo and Shashe Rivers, overlooking Botswana and Zimbabwe. Agreements have been signed for the Limpopo-Shashe Transfrontier Conservation Area. 
At Mapungubwe Hill, a far developed African civilization prospered between 1200 and 1270 AD. The area was already inhabited by a growing Iron Age community from 900 AD and became rich through trade with faraway places like Egypt, India and China. This is the place where archaeologists excavated the famous golden rhino and other evidence of a wealthy African kingdom.
Elephant, giraffe, white rhino, eland, gemsbok and numerous other antelope species, lion, leopard & hyena roam free between the three countries and the park is home to 400 bird species. The Limpopo Tree-top Boardwalk and hide is a magnificent facility allowing the visitor into the trees alongside the birds.
Overnight:

Mapangubwe 
Meals:

B & D

DAY 06
Mapangubwe National Park
Game – and sightseeing drives.

Overnight:
Mapangubwe
Meals:

B & D
DAY 07
Mapangubwe – Kruger National Park
Depart to Kruger National Park. The world-renowned Kruger National Park offers a wildlife experience that ranks with the best in Africa. Established in 1898 to protect the wildlife of the South African Lowveld, this national park of nearly 2 million hectares Kruger is unrivalled in the diversity of its life forms and a world leader in advanced environmental management techniques and policies. 

Truly the flagship of the South African national parks, Kruger is home to an impressive number of species: 336 trees, 49 fish, 34 amphibians, 114 reptiles, 507 birds and 147 mammals. Man's interaction with the Lowveld environment over many centuries - from bushman rock paintings to majestic archaeological sites is very evident in the Kruger National Park. 
Kruger is one of the premier game-watching destinations in the world and is home to the Big Five with an estimated 1,500 lion, 12,000 elephant, 2,500 buffalo, 1,000 leopards and 5,000 rhino (black and white). Hippopotamus, giraffe, zebra, warthog and many antelope species roam Kruger. Other large carnivores include cheetah, wild dog and spotted hyena. 
With the Kruger National Park being so vast it naturally has a tremendous botanic diversity including 336 tree species. Due to the diverse habitats and various water points, Kruger is an exceptionally rewarding birding Park and has a list of over 500 bird species, some of which are not to be found elsewhere in South Africa . Enter the park at Pafuri Gate. Game drive to Punda Maria Camp. 
Overnight:
Punda Maria 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 08
Kruger National Park
Game drive to Olifants camp. Game drives in Satara area.
Overnight:
Olifants 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 09
Kruger National Park
Game drives in Olifants area.
Overnight:
Olifants 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 10
Kruger National Park
Game drive to Lower Sabie. Game drives in Lower Sabie area.
Overnight:
Lower Sabie
Meals:         B & D

DAY 11
Kruger National Park
Game drive to Berg-en-Dal Camp. Game drives in the area..
Overnight:
Berg-en-Dal
Meals:         B & D

DAY 12
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg
Depart to Johannesburg. Drop-off at Airport or at accommodation at own cost. Clients can also fly from Nelspruit or Skukuza to Johannesburg at own cost.

Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability.

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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