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        IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS 
Date: 08/01/2012
TOUR 45

KWAZULU-NATAL PARKS & KRUGER PARK WILDLIFE TOUR

12 Days – 11 Nights
Malaria free area!!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 3 National Parks & 5 Reserves/conservation areas
TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Johannesburg - Golden Gate Highlands National Park
DAY 02  
Golden Gate – Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve
DAY 03  
Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve
DAY 04  
Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve – Mkuze Game Reserve
DAY 05  
Mkuze Game Reserve
DAY 06  
Mkuze Game Reserve – Ndumo Game Reserve
DAY 07  
Ndumo Game Reserve – Ithala Game Reserve
DAY 08  
Ithala Game Reserve – Hlane Royal National Park (Swaziland)

DAY 09  
Hlane Royal National Park – Kruger National Park

DAY 10  
Kruger National Park

DAY 11  
Kruger National Park

DAY 12  
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg

DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01
Johannesburg – Golden Gate Highlands Park
Depart from Johannesburg to Golden Gate Highlands National Park. The park is nestled in the foothills of the Maluti Mountains of the north eastern Free State. The park derives its name from the brilliant shades of gold cast by the sun on the park's sandstone cliffs, especially the imposing Brandwag rock, keeping vigil over the main rest camp.
This 11 600 hectares of unique environment is true highland habitat, providing home to a variety of mammals – black wildebeest, eland, blesbok, oribi, springbok, grey rhebok, mountain reedbuck grey duiker and Burchell's zebra - and birds, including the rare bearded vulture and the equally rare bald ibis, which breed on the ledges in the sandstone cliffs. Black Stork, Bald Ibis, Cape Vulture, Verreaux’s (Black) Eagle, Martial Eagle and Jackal Buzzard soar in the skies. Afternoon scenic/game drive. 
Overnight:
Glen Reenen 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 02
Golden Gate Highlands Park – Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve. 

Continue to Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve. Set in the heart of Zululand in Kwazulu-Natal Hluhluwe Imfolozi is the oldest game reserve in Africa and one of South Africa's most popular game parks. The Park covers some 96 000 ha and contains an immense diversity of fauna and flora. Hluhluwe is characterized by hilly topography, and the northern section of the park is noted for its wide variety of both bird and animal life. As the home of Operation Rhino in the 1950s and 60s, the Park became world renowned for its white rhino conservation.
The wide range of plant life in the park gives rise to a diversity of mammals, birdlife, reptiles and amphibians. The Big Five - lion, rhino (black & white) elephant, buffalo and leopard are all to be seen in the park, as well as a variety of other species, including cheetah, wild dog and giraffe. It is also one of the best places in the world to see nyala.

Overnight:
Hilltop Chalet. Camping at St Lucia 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 03
Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve

Game drives.

Overnight:
Hilltop Chalet. Camping at St Lucia 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 04
Hluluwe Imfolozi Game Reserve – Mkuze Game Reserve.
Depart to St Lucia. St Lucia Estuary is one of the tourism focal points of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, a recently declared World Heritage Site. The Park comprises a number of conservation areas, the oldest of which is the St Lucia Game Reserve, established in 1895. 
  
St Lucia Estuary is the gateway to the Eastern Shores of Lake St Lucia. The region contains the highest vegetated dunes in the world, extensive and diverse wetland systems, as well as coastal grasslands with an associated fauna which includes the Africa's highest density of common reedbuck. Numerous waterfowl, grassland, forest and sea birds provide an attraction to birdwatchers from around the world.  Tourist amenities include the Santa Lucia boat tour, the St Lucia Crocodile Centre and a short self-guided trail through the coastal forest along the edge of the estuary.
Continue to Mkuze Game Reserve. Situated in northern Zululand, Mkuze Game Reserve was proclaimed a protected area in 1912. Mkuze covers 40 000 ha and has an astonishing diversity of natural habitats, from the eastern slopes of the Lebombo mountains along its eastern boundary, to broad stretches of acacia savannah, swamps and a variety of woodlands and riverine forest. Animals to be found in the reserve include black and white rhinos, elephant, giraffe, leopard, buffalo, nyala, blue wildebeest, warthog, impala, kudu, the rare suni and other smaller antelope. Larger predators include leopard, cheetah and hyena.

Mkhuze is renowned as a mecca for bird lovers, with more than 420 bird species on record. Two beautiful pans, Nhlonhlela and Nsumo, lie in the north and east respectively, home to communities of hippo, crocodile, pinkbacked and white pelicans, as well as a diversity of ducks and geese which gather in spring. Fish eagles swoop over the pans, snatching prey spotted from their perches in the fever trees. Game drive.
Overnight:
Mkuze 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 05
Mkuze Game Reserve.
Game drives. 
Overnight:
Mkuze 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 06
Mkuze Game Reserve – Ndumo Game Reserve
Depart to Ndumo Game Reserve. Ndumo Game Reserve is situated near the Tembe Elephant Park on the Mozambique border in northern KwaZulu-Natal. Ndumo boasts many beautiful pans surrounded with yellow fever trees and extensive wetlands and reedbeds as well as acacia savannah and sand forest. Ndumo is a most rewarding area to view wildlife with game species such as white – and black rhino, nyala, bushbuck, impala, red duiker, suni, hippopotamus and a very large population of crocodiles, 
Ndumo Game Reserve is perhaps best known for its magnificent bird life with the highest bird count in South Africa, some 430 species. This varied habitat hosts an astonishing range of aquatic birdlife such as black egret, pygmy geese and flocks of pelicans. The prolific birdlife includes many tropical East African forms at the southern limit of their range. Special sightings for birders include Pell's fishing owl, the broadbill, and southern banded snake eagle. Game drive.
Afternoon visit to Tembe Elephant Park. This remote park, deep in an area of sand forests, pans and wetlands in northern Tongaland, lies on the border between KwaZulu-Natal and Mozambique. The diversity of birdlife is spectacular. The park is situated within the sand veld ecological zone and consists mainly of closed woodland and secondary thicket formation. The zone falls within a transition area between tropical and sub-tropical forms and therefore is home to a great diversity of vegetation.  With this diversity of habitats Tembe is home to a spectacular variety of animals and birds. Only ten vehicles are allowed into the park on a daily basis and these must be 4X4s. Return to Ndumo.
Overnight:
Ndumo 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 07
Ndumo Game Reserve – Ithala Game Reserve
Depart to Ithala Game Reserve. Situated in the rugged, mountainous thornveld of northern KwaZulu-Natal, Ithala Game Reserve’s multitude of habitats host a spectacular array of wildlife species. Its scenic beauty aside, Ithala's most characteristic feature is perhaps its astonishing geological diversity. Some of the oldest rock formations in the world are found here, dating back 3 000 million years. With a topographic profile varying from 400m above sea level in the north to 1 450m near Louwsberg in the south, Ithala's terrain extends over lowveld and densely vegetated riverine valleys to high-lying grassland plateaus, ridges and cliff faces. 
Ithala’s big game species include white- and black rhino, elephant, Cape buffalo and numerous giraffe, zebra, blue wildebeest and a wide variety of antelope. These include impala, oribi, red hartebeest, eland, kudu, waterbuck, tsessebe, common and mountain reedbuck, steenbok and grey duiker. Predators which are not often seen are leopard, spotted hyena and brown hyena. Sightings of large birds at Ithala may include black eagles, lappet faced and whitebacked vultures, ostriches and secretary birds. Redbilled oxpeckers were reintroduced to Ithala and they now breed successfully in the park. Afternoon game drive.
Overnight:
Ithala 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 08
Ithala Game Reserve – Hlane Royal National Park (Swaziland)
Depart to the Swaziland border Post. Enter Swaziland. Continue to Hlane Royal National Park. Hlane Royal National Park is Swaziland’s largest protected area and lies in the vast bushveld expanse of eastern Swaziland where the hot, still sun of Africa beats on the dry but life-giving soils as it has for thousands of years, and the rumbling roars of the lions are heard in the cool dusky evenings,. Hlane Royal National Park is home to the largest herds of game in the Kingdom.
Hlane covers 30 000 hectares of Swazi bushveld, dominated by ancient hardwood vegetation. Hlane is home to lion, elephant and white rhino, with an abundant and diverse bird life, including the highest density of nesting white backed vultures in Africa. Afternoon game drive.
Overnight:
Hlane 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 09
Hlane National Park – Kruger National Park
Continue to the South African Border Post. Enter South Africa. Depart to Kruger National Park. The world-renowned Kruger National Park offers a wildlife experience that ranks with the best in Africa. Established in 1898 to protect the wildlife of the South African Lowveld, this national park of nearly 2 million hectares Kruger is unrivalled in the diversity of its life forms and a world leader in advanced environmental management techniques and policies. 
Truly the flagship of the South African national parks, Kruger is home to an impressive number of species: 336 trees, 49 fish, 34 amphibians, 114 reptiles, 507 birds and 147 mammals. Man's interaction with the Lowveld environment over many centuries - from bushman rock paintings to majestic archaeological sites is very evident in the Kruger National Park.
Kruger is one of the premier game-watching destinations in the world and is home to the Big Five with an estimated 1,500 lion, 12,000 elephant, 2,500 buffalo, 1,000 leopards and 5,000 rhino (black and white). Hippopotamus, giraffe, zebra, warthog and many antelope species roam Kruger. Other large carnivores include cheetah, wild dog and spotted hyena. 
With the Kruger National Park being so vast it naturally has a tremendous botanic diversity including 336 tree species. Due to the diverse habitats and various water points, Kruger is an exceptionally rewarding birding Park and has a list of over 500 bird species, some of which are not to be found elsewhere in South Africa . Enter the park at Phalaborwa Gate. Game drive to Lower Sabie Camp. 
Overnight:
Lower Sabie 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 10
Kruger National Park
Game drives in Lowe Sabie area.
Overnight:
Lower Sabie 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 11
Kruger National Park
Game drive to Pretoriuskop. Game drives in Pretoriuskop area.
Overnight:
Pretoriuskop. 

Meals:         B & D

DAY 12
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg
Depart to Johannesburg. Drop-off at Airport or at accommodation at own cost. Clients can also fly from Nelspruit or Skukuza to Johannesburg at own cost.
Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability. 

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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