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        IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS 
Date: 07/01/2012
TOUR 35

KALAHARI - PORT ELIZABETH WILDLIFE TOUR 

10 Days – 09 Nights
Malaria free area!!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 1 Transfrontier Park, 5 National Parks & 1 Reserve/conservation area
TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Upington - Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park
DAY 02  
Kgalagadi 

DAY 03 
Kgalagadi – Molopo Lodge

DAY 04 
Molopo Lodge – Augrabies Falls National Park

DAY 05 
Augrabies Falls – Karoo National Park
DAY 06 
Karoo National Park
DAY 07 
Karoo National Park – Mountain Zebra National Park
DAY 08 
Mountain Zebra National Park – Addo Elephant National Park
DAY 09 
Addo Elephant National Park
DAY 10
 
Addo Elephant National Park – Port Elizabeth
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 
Upington - Kgalagadi Frontier Park  
Depart from Upington to the largest camp in Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park, Twee Rivieren.  Afternoon game drive in this 37 000 square km park, which is one of the largest conservation areas in the world and one of the last truly unspoilt ecosystems. 

Endemic game such as gemsbok, springbok, eland, giraffe, blue wildebeest and red hartebeest roam the sparsely vegetated red sand dunes and the dry river valleys of the Nossob and Auob where a variety of acacia species thrive. 

The Park is well known for good sightings of lion, leopard and cheetah and spotted - and brown hyena are common residents. Because of an abundance of prey in the form of mice, whistling rats, birds and insects, smaller predators thrive in the park. The park is home to caracal, honey badger, black-backed jackal, bat-eared fox, cape fox, African wildcat, mongoose and the ever-popular suricate (meerkat).  

Kgalagadi is a bird watcher’s paradise with more than 300 species recorded including at least 20 larger raptor species. The world’s heaviest flying bird, the Kori bustard and the stately secretary bird patrol the riverbeds while the noisy northern black korhaan rule in the dunes.

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk (if available) @ R145-00 & R250-00 pp 

Overnight:  
Twee Rivieren

Meals:

B & D

DAY 02
Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park  

Game drives. The route will be determined by rainfall and game migration. 

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk (if available) @ R145-00 & R250-00 pp 

Overnight:
One of the camps in the Park

Meals:

B & D

DAY 03
Kgalagadi – Molopo Kalahari Lodge  

Game drive until late afternoon.  Depart to Molopo Kalahari Lodge 60 Km south of Twee Rivieren. The Molopo Lodge is situated on the banks of the dry Molopo River and is a real oasis in the desert. En route we stop at the last indigenous San tribe in South Africa, the Khomani. Today these earliest residents of the Kalahari, living here for 40 000 years, consist of only 400 people and are resident in an area between 40 and 70 km south of Twee Rivieren. Clients will have the opportunity to view and purchase their handcraft at one of the roadside stalls.
Overnight:
Molopo Lodge

Meals:

B & D

DAY 04
Molopo – Augrabies Falls National Park 

Depart to Augrabies Falls National Park, which covers 60 000 ha. En route we visit Tierberg Nature Reserve in Keimoes, from where one has a beautiful view of the lush green Orange River Valley, stop at Kakamas and do some wine tasting at the second largest cooperative wine cellar in the world, the Orange River Wine Cellar. 

Visit the Augrabies Falls, which is the sixth largest waterfall in the world when South Africa’s largest river, the Orange is in flood. The word Augrabies derives from the Khoi meaning ‘place of great noise. Scenic - and game drive in this moon landscape-like land to awesome viewpoints such as Ararat, Oranjekom on the Orange River Gorge and the “Swartrante” (Black hills) from where one has a great view of this arid rocky desert landscape. 

Although Augrabies is essentially a scenic park, game such as giraffe, springbok, gemsbok, eland, kudu red hartebeest, Hartman’s zebra and klipspringer survive in this unique riverine ecosystem. Fish eagles and black eagles are common residents.  

Optional 2 hr sunset drive (if available) @ R100 per person.  

Overnight:
Augrabies

Meals:

B & D

DAY 05
Augrabies – Karoo National Park
Early departure to Karoo National Park in the Great Karoo via dirt roads and the small towns, Kenhardt, Van Wyksvlei, Carnavon & Loxton to Beaufort West.
The Great Karoo is a vast and unforgiving landscape of which the Karoo National Park is but a small portion. Being the largest ecosystem in South Africa, the Karoo is home to a fascinating diversity of life, all having adapted to survive in these harsh conditions. Karoo National Park is dominated by the lofty Nuweveld Mountains and rolling plains, where many species that originally occurred here now occupy their former ranges.

The Karoo National Park has a wide variety of endemic wildlife. Many species have been relocated to their former ranges - such as black rhino and Cape buffalo, as well as Cape mountain zebra. Large herbivores such as Red Hartebeest, Black Wildebeest, Eland, Burchell’s and Hartmann's Mountain zebra, kudu, springbok and Klipspringer are regularly seen. Carnivore species include caracal, bat-eared fox, Cape fox, aardwolf and African wildcat. The Park is also home to the endangered riverine rabbit. Over 20 breeding pairs of black eagle find sanctuary within the park. There is also a wide diversity of succulent plants and small reptiles.
Overnight:
Karoo National Park

Meals:

B & D

DAY 06
Karoo National Park

Game drives.
Overnight:
Karoo National Park

Meals:

B & D

DAY 07
Karoo National Park – Mountain Zebra National Park

Depart to Cambedoo National Park near Graaff-Reinett. Formed hundreds of millions of years ago, the Karoo of South Africa is one of the great natural wonders of the world. Camdeboo National Park covers 19 405 ha and surrounds the town of Graaff-Reinet in the Eastern Cape and provides the visitor with insights into the unique landscape and ecosystem of the Karoo, not to mention awesome scenic beauty in the Valley of Desolation where dolerite pillars rise to heights of 90 – 120 metres.

Camdeboo National Park supports a diverse spectrum of wildlife including Cape buffalo, Cape Mountain Zebra, kudu, red hartebeest, gemsbok, steenbok, springbok, blesbok, black wildebeest grey duiker, klipspringer and 13 smaller carnivore species. At least 225 bird species have been recorded in the park, with species typical of both the Great Karoo and Eastern region.
After a short game- and scenic drive through the park, continue to Mountain Zebra National Park. The Mountain Zebra National Park lies near Cradock in the Eastern Cape. The proclamation of the park in 1937 saved the Cape mountain zebra from extinction, and currently their population stands at 300 where they roam 28 412 hectares of land. Other mammals found here include the Cape buffalo, black rhino, eland, black wildebeest, red hartebeest, gemsbok, blesbok, springbok, duiker and steenbok while mountain reedbuck, grey rhebok and klipspringer frequent the higher areas and kudu the wooded valleys. Cheetah, Caracal and brown hyena are the larger carnivores in the Park.
Ostrich, Secretarybird, Blue Crane and Ludwig’s Bustard are the larger more visible bird species and Verreaux’s (Black) and Martial Eagle and Jackal Buzzard are the most common larger raptor species. The park is home to various smaller species in different habitats including mountain plateau, wooded kloofs, acacia stands and grassland. Afternoon game drive.
Overnight:
Mountain Zebra National Park

Meals:

B & D

DAY 08
Mountain Zebra National Park – Addo Elephant National Park

Morning game drive. Depart to Addo Elephant Park. Addo Elephant National Park covers 164 000 ha and lies within the dense valley bushveld of the Sundays River region of the Eastern Cape. The original Elephant section of the park was proclaimed in 1931, when only eleven elephants remained in the area. 

Today this finely tuned ecosystem is sanctuary to over 450 elephants, 400 Cape buffalo, 50 black rhino, lions, spotted hyenas, leopard, a variety of antelope species including eland, kudu, red hartebeest, bushbuck as well as the unique flightless dung beetle, found almost exclusively in Addo. Due to a variety of habitats Addo offers excellent birding opportunities. Addo National Elephant Park is in the process of expanding into a 360 000 ha mega-park, including a 120 000 ha marine reserve. 

Overnight:
Addo Main Rest Camp
Meals:

B & D

DAY 09
Addo Elephant National Park

Game drives.
Overnight:
Addo Main Rest Camp

Meals:

B & D

DAY 10
Addo – Port Elizabeth
Morning game drive. Depart to Port Elizabeth. Drop-off at the Airport or accommodation at own cost.
RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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