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Tours & Trave!





   IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS
Date: 07/01/2012
TOUR 29

CARACAL – DIAMOND COAST 4X4 TRAILS

05 days / 04 nights
Malaria free area!!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities

Terrain: Tar & dirt roads, rocky & sand trails 

Maximum vehicles on tour: 8      
      

Total Distance: 1300 km 



Average travel time per day:  6 hrs  

Trailers accepted! 

TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Upington – Namaqua National Park – 4x4 Caracal Trail – Diamond Coast
DAY 02  
Shipwreck 4x4 Trail 

DAY 03 
Strandveld 4x4 Trail – Hondeklip Bay
DAY 04 
Caracal 4x4 Trail – Groenriviersmond
DAY 05
Groenriviersmond - Upington

DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01

Upington – Namaqua National Park – Diamond Coast
Early departure from Upington to Kamieskroon in Namaqualand. (Self drive clients can meet the guide at 11:00 at Kamieskroon Hotel). Continue to Namaqua National Park. Namaqua National Park is situated in the world's only arid biodiversity hotspot. Namaqualand is home to more than 6000 plant species, 250 species of birds, 78 species of mammals 132 species of reptiles and amphibians and an unknown number of insects, making it the world’s most diverse arid environment. More than 40% of these species are found nowhere else on earth. During early August and September, seemingly overnight, the dusty valleys of Namaqualand are transformed into a wonderland, carpeted with wildflowers. Being a winter rainfall area, Namaqualand is home to the richest bulb flora of any arid region in the world. During the rest of the year the Namaqualand is still worth a visit to enjoy the star-studded night skies, rough coastline and the barren landscape with enormous granite outcrops.

Namaqua National Park is in the process of expanding, including a marine reserve between the Groen – and Spoeg Rivers, with a very scenic, but barren coastline.
Depart on the Caracal 4x4 Trail going through the mountain section of the Park. The trail joins the Hondeklip Bay road, descending down the Wildeperdehoek Pass, with spectacular views over the low lying Namaqualand plains. Continue on the dirt road to Koingnaas on the West Coast. We enter the secretive, previously restricted diamond area owned by The Beers. Time at leisure for a coastline walk. Whales are very often seen close to the shoreline. 

Overnight:
Diamond Divers’ camp at Noup or Koingnaas Caravan Park camping  

Meals:

B & D

Distance:
540 km (70 km Caracal 4x4 Trail)
Travel time: 
9 hrs

DAY 02
Diamond Coast 
Explore the Diamond Coast on the 37km Shipwreck 4x4 Route. Throughout the years the stormy Atlantic has prevented many ships to reach their destination. They found their final resting place at the coastline between Koingnaas and Kleinzee. The trail goes past three of these wrecks, the Piratiny, Arosa and Border, untouched beaches and other interesting sights.

Minimum of 8 persons are required for departure on these 4x4 trails. If less, clients have to pay the balance of R150 per person per trail. 

Overnight:
Diamond Divers’ camp at Noup or Koingnaas Caravan Park camping  
Meals:

B & D

Distance:
60 km

Travel time: 
6 hrs

DAY 03
Diamond Coast - Hondeklip Bay

Explore the Strandveld 4x4 Route. This route goes through 1000ha of white sand dunes in a game reserve and crosses some challenging dunes.

Minimum of 8 persons are required for departure on these 4x4 trails. If less, clients have to pay the balance of R150 per person per trail. 

Continue to Hondeklip Bay, which relies for its survival on a small crayfish industry and a few diamond boats operating from its harbour. This small remote seaside village has an unpretentious rural charm. Overnight:
Hondeklip Bay  

Meals:

B & D

Distance:
60 km

Travel time: 
6 hrs
DAY 04

Hondeklip Bay – Groenriviermond

Visit the wreck of the Jahleel in the bay and the Aristea. Continue south on the Coastal 4x4 Trail to 

Groenriviermond. The trail runs through impressive West Coast landscapes with excellent photographic 

and bird watching opportunities, the including rare black oystercatcher. Stop at the Spoegrivier Caves 

and at the estuary where the Spoegrivier mouths in the cold Atlantic Ocean. Afternoon at leisure in 

Groenriviermond.  
Overnight:

Groenriviermond 

Meals:

B & D

Distance:

90 km

Travel time: 
5 hrs

DAY 05
Groenriviermond - Upington


Depart on dirt road to Garies on the N7. (Self drive clients continue to their destinations). Continue to Upington via Springbok. End of the tour.

Distance:

590 km

Travel time: 
6 hrs

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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