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Tours & Trave!





     IN ASSOCCIATION WITH KALAHARI WILDLIFE TOURS
Date: 06/01/2012
TOUR 05
KGALAGADI TRANSFRONTIER PARK & KLIPKOLK – BIRDING TOUR 

5 Days – 4 nights
Malaria free area!!

Green = Parks & Reserves
Blue = Places of interest
Red = Optional activities
This tour covers 1 Trans Frontier Park
TOUR SUMMARY

DAY 01 
Upington – Klipkolk Lodge in the Mier area
DAY 02  
Klipkolk - Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park
DAY 03  
Kgalagadi 
DAY 04  
Kgalagadi 
DAY 05 
Kgalagadi – Upington
DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01

Upington – Klipkolk Lodge

From Upington we drive north through the Kalahari dunes via the small village Askham, a vulture colony 

in the Molopo River and the 10 000 ha Koppieskraal Pan to Klipkolk Lodge, the only facility of this kind in 

the remote Rietfontein region. The original house was erected in the late 1800’s. The 12 ha Klipkolk Dam 

and adjacent Sweet Thorn (Acacia Karroo) bush, situated close to the camping area, offers splendid bird 

viewing with more than 100 species identified, including waterfowl. The surrounding plains are home to 

Double-banded Coursers, Larks and Finchlarks (Sparrowlarks), several Chat species and African (Grassveld) 

Pipit. The managers of Klipkolk, Hendrik and Gertruida Bott, are caterers of note and specialize in local 

cuisine. Afternoon bird watching hike and/or drive.

Overnight:

Klipkolk Lodge

Meals:

B & D

DAY 02
Klipkolk - Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park

Morning bird watching hike and/or drive. Depart via the 14 000 ha Oxford Pan and the remote 
villages Philandersbron, Groot Mier and Klein Mier to the largest camp in Kgalagadi Trans Frontier 
Park, Twee Rivieren. Arrive at midday. After a short rest we go on our first bird watching drive in this 
37 000 square km park, which is one of the largest conservation areas in the world and one of the 
last truly unspoilt ecosystems.  
The Park is a bird watcher’s paradise and two thirds of SA’s raptor species can be found here. The wide, open riverbeds with scattered acacia trees and dune areas, gives one the opportunity to have excellent views of the birds. 

Common residents are Martial -, Tawny – and Booted Eagles, Black Breasted Snake Eagles, Jackal Buzzard, Pale Chanting – and Gabar Goshawks, Black Shouldered Kites, Pygmy – and Lanner Falcons, Rock – and Greater Kestrels. Lappet Faced – and White Backed Vultures. Common Owls to see and hear are Verreax’s (Giant) – and Spotted Eagle Owl, Barn Owl, Southern White-faced Scops-owl, Pearl Spotted Owlet and African Scops-owl. 

Kori Bustard and Secretary Birds patrol the dry riverbeds, while the Northern Black – and Red Crested Korhaan and Black-headed Heron prefer the dune areas. Huge flocks of Namaqua – and Burchell Sandgrouse visit the waterholes in the mornings, flying 60-80 km to get there. Nine Lark and three Finchlark (Sparrowlark) species are found here. 

Colourful species to be found in Kgalagadi are Lilac-breasted – and Purple Roller, Striped Kingfisher, Swallow- tailed Bee-eater, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Cape Glossy – and Burchell Starling, Southern Masked-weaver, Shaft-tailed Whydah, Yellow Canary and Violet-eared Waxbill. Of the 264 species recorded in the Park, 78 are residents, 16 species are seasonal migrants, 18 are nomads and 152 species are vagrants. 

Game such as giraffe, gemsbok, springbok, blue wildebeest, and red hartebeest are seen very often.  The Park is well known for good sightings of lion, cheetah, leopard and many small mammal species.

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight:
One of the camps

Meals:

B & D
DAY 03
Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park  

Bird watching drives.

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight:
One of the camps.

Meals:

B & D

DAY 04
Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park  

Bird watching drives.

Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk with Sanparks rangers
Overnight:
One of the camps.

Meals:

B & D

DAY 05
Kgalagadi - Upington

Bird watching drive until midday. Depart back to Upington. En route we stop at the last indigenous San tribe in South Africa, the Khomani. Today these earliest residents of the Kalahari, living here for 40 000 years, consist of only 400 people and are resident in an area between 40 and 70 km south of Twee Rivieren. Clients will have the opportunity to view and purchase their handcraft at one of the roadside stalls. Continue to Upington. End of the tour.
Accommodation may vary from the itinerary depending on availability. 

RATES ON REQUEST: E-mail dantes@kalahari-tours.co.za or click on ‘CONTACT US’ on the MENU BAR
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