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Date: 05/01/2012
CLIENT COPY - 2013
KALAHARI MEERKAT (SURICATE) TOURS
SCHEDULED DEPARTURES – LODGE ACCOMMODATION

10 days – 09 nights
Malaria free area!

Green: Parks & Reserves
Blue: Places & facts of interest
Red: Optional activities & costs
This tour covers 3 National Parks and 3 Reserves/conservation areas

The tour will be guided by Dantes Liebenberg, based in Upington in the Northern Cape Province, South Africa. Dantes has lived his entire life in the Kalahari and is guiding tours in the Kalahari & the rest of Southern Africa for the past 18 years.

Pam Bennett-Wallberg, founder and director of Fellow Earthlings Wildlife Sanctuary, Morongo Valley, California, USA, will accompany the tour and share her knowledge of - and passion for meerkats with clients on tour. 

A percentage of the tour cost goes to Fellow Earthlings’ Wildlife Center in California, a non-profit sanctuary that cares for meerkats since 1989.
DAY 01 
27 Feb/02 Oct 2013

Johannesburg – Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Arrive at OR Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg. Depart from Johannesburg to Pilanesberg Game Reserve. Pilanesberg Game Reserve is 2 hours drive from Johannesburg. Although Pilanesberg has no meerkats, a visit to the Park gives clients the opportunity to see some animal species not found in the other Parks which will be visited later on tour.

The crater of a long extinct volcano is the setting of Pilanesberg Game Reserve. Pilanesberg is one of the largest volcanic complexes of its kind in the world. Its rare rock types and structure make it a unique geological feature. 

The vegetation ranges from open grasslands to densely wooded valleys. This “Big Five” park is home to more than 35 large mammal species, including elephant, giraffe, hippo, buffalo, zebra and 19 antelope species. It is sanctuary to the world’s third largest white rhino population. Predators include lion, leopard, cheetah, brown-hyena and smaller species such as large-and small spotted-genets, bat-eared fox, black-backed jackal and caracal. More than 350 bird species have been recorded. 

Afternoon game drive in the park.
Overnight:

Chalet at Manyane Camp

Meals:

B, L & D (Breakfast, Lunch & dinner) Light lunches or picnic lunches will be served.

DAY 02 
28 Feb/03 Oct 2013

Pilanesberg Game Reserve

Game drives.

Overnight:

Chalet at Manyane Camp

Meals:

B, L & D

DAY 03
01 Mar/04 Oct 2013

Pilanesberg - Kimberley

Depart to Kimberley, the diamond City of South Africa. A visit to Kimberley has to include a tour of the Big Hole and recently renovated Kimberley Mine Museum. The Big Hole is the largest hand-dug excavation in the world and the Mine Museum takes one back to a diamond-digging era more than a hundred years ago. Visit Kampher’s Dam where greater flamingoes and the largest population of lesser flamingoes in Southern Africa, numbering about 25 000, are residents. Accommodation is at the Mine Museum. 

Overnight:

Australian Arms Guest House ****

Meals:

B, L & D

DAY 04
02 Mar/05 Oct 2013

Kimberley - Mokala National Park

Depart to Mokala National Park. Mokala National Park is South Africa’s newest park and is situated 80 km south of the diamond city Kimberley in the Northern Cape Province and covers nearly 20 000 ha. The land of the previous Vaalbos National Park near Barkly West was handed back to local people and in a huge operation more than 800 head of game was trans-located from Vaalbos to Mokala. The grassy plains studded with camelthorn trees and isolated dolerite hills give Mokala a typical African feeling.
Mokala is home to many meerkat families and they are easy to spot on the grassy plains. 
Mokala is also home to many endangered species including black- and white rhino, Cape buffalo, roan antelope, sable antelope and tsessebe. Other species include black & blue wildebeest, giraffe, eland, kudu, gemsbok, red hartebeest, Burchell’s zebra, waterbuck and mountain reedbuck. 
Various bird species, including a white-backed vulture breeding colony numbering 200 birds and many lizard species can be seen in Mokala and leopard tortoises are common sightings in summer. 
Morning and afternoon game drives.

Optional activities include sunset drive and bush braai (BBQ), Vulture drive, San rock art drive and endangered species drive
Overnight:
Chalet at Mosu Lodge 

Meals:         B, L & D

DAY 05
03 Mar/06 Oct 2013

Mokala National Park

Morning and afternoon game drives in Mokala
Overnight:
Chalet at Mosu Lodge 

Meals:         B, L & D

DAY 06
04 Mar/07 Oct 2013

Mokala - Witsand Nature Reserve

Depart to Witsand Nature Reserve. Few eco-destinations in the Northern Cape are as scenic as Witsand Nature Reserve.  Only Witsand can offer you sensual, flowing white dunes – twenty to sixty metres high, surrounded by copper-red Kalahari sand, Acacia woodland and the Langberg Mountain Range.  

Witsand is home of the famous “Brulsand” or Roaring Sands of the Kalahari.  Under the right conditions, these dunes utter an eerie rumble when disturbed.  Witsand Nature Reserve is a scenic reserve teeming with bird life. More than 150 species have been recorded, including the Namaqua sandgrouse, sociable weaver and Africa’s smallest raptor the pygmy falcon. Many species can be seen from a bird hide overlooking a water hole. Gemsbok, springbok, red hartebeest, common duiker and steenbok are resident antelope species.  Witsand is home to resident meerkat families.

Do an informative afternoon guided hike with a local guide with the main goal to see meerkat. This is followed by scenic drive in the reserve.

The reserve can be explored on mountain bikes too. Sand boarding down the dunes can be done by the young. Bikes and sand boards to rent at reception. 
Overnight:
Chalet at Witsand

Meals:

B, L & D

DAY 07 
05 Mar/08 Oct 2013

Witsand – Molopo Kalahari Lodge
Depart via Groblershoop and the Orange River Valley to Upington, the gateway to the southern Kalahari. Continue through the Kalahari dune veld, passing various pans (dry lakes) to the Molopo Kalahari Lodge 60 km from the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. The Molopo Lodge is situated between camel thorn trees on the banks of the dry Molopo River and is an oasis in this semi-desert. 

Afternoon visit to the last indigenous San tribe in South Africa, the Khomani. Today these earliest residents of the Kalahari, living here for 40 000 years, consist of only 400 people and are resident in an area between 40 and 70 km south of Twee Rivieren. Clients will have the opportunity to view and purchase their handcraft at one of the roadside stalls.

Overnight:  
Chalets at Molopo Lodge
Meals:

B, L & D

DAY 08 
06 Mar/09 Oct 2013

Molopo Lodge – Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park

Depart to Kalahari Trails Nature Reserve, owned by Prof Anne Rasa, known worldwide for her research on mongoose in Kenya. Kalahari Trails is only 35 km south of Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. 

Do a short informative hike with Prof Rasa. There is a possibility to see meerkat at Kalahari Trails. 
Prof. Anne Rasa is now retired to the Kalahari, where she has been researching the behavior and biology of the desert animals for the last 20 years.

 
She studied zoology at Imperial College, London University, the University of Hawaii and the Max-Planck Institute Seewiesen where she obtained her PhD under Prof. Konrad Lorenz. Subsequently she taught at the Universities of Marburg, Bayreuth, Bonn and the University of Pretoria and speaks German fluently.

She is the author of the popular book "Mongoose Watch" which has been translated into four languages. Her pioneering research on mongooses has been the subject of numerous TV films and documentaries (e.g." Together they stand", “Nature watch", "Nature by Profession", "Comrades of the Kalahari"). 

After working on different animal species in deserts all over the world, she finally realized her life's dream - to own a piece of desert ruined by human thoughtlessness and to give it back to nature. The dream came true in 1997 and it was the birth of Kalahari Trails Nature Reserve, where she has now been living permanently since December 2000.
Depart to the largest camp in Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park, Twee Rivieren. The Park covers 37 000 square km park, which is one of the largest conservation areas in the world and one of the last truly unspoilt ecosystems. 

Endemic game such as gemsbok, springbok, eland, giraffe, blue wildebeest and red hartebeest roam the sparsely vegetated red sand dunes and the dry river valleys of the Nossob and Auob where a variety of acacia species thrive. 

The Park is well known for good sightings of lion, leopard and cheetah and spotted - and brown hyena are common residents. Because of an abundance of prey in the form of mice, whistling rats, birds and insects, smaller predators thrive in the park. The park is home to caracal, honey badger, black-backed jackal, bat-eared fox, cape fox, African wildcat, mongoose and the ever-popular meerkat.  

Kgalagadi is a bird watcher’s paradise with more than 300 species recorded including at least 20 larger raptor species. The world’s heaviest flying bird, the Kori bustard and the stately secretary bird patrol the riverbeds while the noisy northern black korhaan rule in the dunes.

Game drive in the southern part of the Park, where the chances are the best to see meerkat.
Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk (if available) @ R180-00 & R270-00 pp. 

Overnight:  
Chalet at Twee Rivieren

Meals:

B, L & D
DAY 09  
07 Mar/10 Oct 2013

Kgalagadi Trans Frontier Park
Game drives until late afternoon with the emphasis on finding meerkat.
Optional 3 hr sunset drive and 3 hr morning guided walk (if available) @ R180-00 & R270-00 pp. 

Overnight 
Chalet at Twee Rivieren
Meals:

B, L & D

DAY 10 
08 Mar/11 Oct 2013

Kgalagadi – Upington - Johannesburg
Depart to Upington to be in time for departing flight to Johannesburg at 11:15.. Arrive at OR Tambo International at 12:15. Participants on Option 01 of the Extended Tour continue to Augrabies Falls National Park.
Accommodation can vary from the itinerary depending on availability.

PRICE per person sharing: 01/11/2012-31/10/2013 
	ACCOMMODATION
	PERSONS
	TOTAL RAND 
	TOTAL USD 

	Chalet/Lodge
	2 persons
	R 58 400 – 00 
	USD 7 300 – 00 

	
	3 persons
	R 42 800 - 00
	USD 5 350 - 00

	
	4 persons
	R 36 600 - 00
	USD 4 575 - 00

	
	5 persons
	R 31 600 - 00
	USD 3 950 - 00

	
	6 persons
	R 28 300 - 00
	USD 3 540 - 00

	
	7 persons
	R 26 000 - 00
	USD 3 250 - 00

	
	8+ persons
	R 24 900 - 00
	USD 3 115 - 00

	Single supplement
	
	R 4 400 - 00
	USD 550 - 00


Due to the fluctuation of the SA Rand and USD exchange rate, only the quoted rates in SA Rand are applicable. The rates in USD are at an exchange rate of USD 1-00 = R 8-00 and is only an indication of rates. Visit www.xe.com/ucc for the latest exchange rates
PAYMENT:

Deposit 30% when reservation is confirmed

Balance 70% 40 days prior to commencement of tour
INCLUDED:

Air conditioned transport & accredited driver/guide (Type of vehicle will depend on number of clients)
Accommodation as per itinerary 

All entrance fees to National Parks and Nature Reserves

Meals as per itinerary - Full board (See ‘Meals’ below)
Bottled water, soft drinks and fruit juice in the vehicle
Activities as per itinerary

Bottled water, soft drinks & fruit juice in the vehicle.

Bush library, including guidebooks about flora, fauna, area etc., in vehicle

Satellite phone for emergency calls

EXCLUDED:
International flights

Domestic flights from Upington

Accommodation before and after the tour in Johannesburg if needed. (See Hotels below)
Alcoholic and after hours drinks

All activities & meals in red.

MEALS
Most meals will be served in restaurants, but on a few occasions clients will enjoy a typical South African Braai (BBQ) for dinner. Some lunches will be at restaurants, but mostly picnic lunches will be enjoyed on a game drive or on the road to the next destination. 

It is important to inform Dantes about any special dietary requirements!
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION IN JOHANNESBURG (PRE - AND POST TOUR, IF NEEDED)

The following hotel options are the most practical options.

Inter Continental Johannesburg OR Tambo Airport www.southernsun.com
This Hotel is 100m from the arrival hall at OR Tambo, but a more expensive option. Visit the website for more details.

 
A good alternative is the City Lodge Johannesburg Airport
Single                               R1050-00 pp         USD130 pp
Double/Sharing                R650-00 pp/s      USD80 pp/s (USD160 per room)
The City Lodge is 300 m from the arrival hall 
Visit www.citylodge.co.za and click on City Lodge Johannesburg Airport. Please note there are other City Lodges in Johannesburg too. It’s important to book at the one at the Airport. Bookings can be made online or we can add it to the tour rate of clients want us to make their hotel reservations in Johannesburg. 
CLIENTS NEED:

Binoculars, sun block, hat, shoes or boots (scorpions), insect repellent, torchlight.

INFORMATION NEEDED:

State of health and any dietary requirements (vegetarians etc.) 

With kind regards,

Kalahari Tours and Travel & Kalahari Wildlife Tours
Dantes Liebenberg









